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Protocol for Incidental Take Authorization 
Silphium Borer Moth (Papapaima silphii) 

 
II. Management Protocol For Authorized Incidental Take 
If the management activity is for the purpose of recovering, maintaining, or improving the 
grassland, prairie, savanna ecosystem that includes habitat for Silphium borer moths, then 
incidental take is allowed if these conditions are followed: 
 
1) Burning 

a) If no monitoring of Silphium borer moth is occurring, and 
i) If burning in early spring (prior to April 20), 

(1) Then you may burn up to 3/4 of a site's entire host plant population in any given 
spring, as long as, at least 1/3 of the entire host plant population remains 
unburned for at least two consecutive springs, and there is no more than 200 ft 
separating burned and unburned host plant populations. 

ii) If burning at other times of the year, 
(1) Then you may burn up to 1/3 of the site's entire host plant population in any 

given 12 month period, as long as, at least 1/2 of the entire host plant population 
remains unburned for at least 3 consecutive growing seasons, and there is no 
more than 200 ft separating burned and unburned host plant populations. 

 
b) If monitoring of Silphium borer moth is occurring1, 

i) Then other burn regimes may be employed under consultation with the DNR Bureaus 
of Endangered Resources and Integrated Science Services. 

 

1At least 2 years of baseline monitoring must occur before burning begins, and the 
monitoring must follow protocol acceptable to the DNR Bureaus of Endangered 
Resources and Integrated Science Services. 
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